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RELEASE AND SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

 

 THIS RELEASE AND SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT (“Agreement”), effective the last 

date signed below (“Effective Date”), is entered into by and between the Children’s Services 

Council of Leon County, an independent special district (“Council”), and The Clean Start Initiative 

Inc., a Florida not for profit corporation (“Clean Start”) (each a “Party” and collectively the 

“Parties”), as well as each Party’s present, past, and future officials, officers, insurers, attorneys, 

employees, representatives and agents, and all their heirs, successors, and assigns. 

 WHEREAS, in October 2023, the Council issued its Small Investments for Program 

Success 2023 Funding Opportunity Request for Applications (“RFA”) inviting service providers 

to apply for Council grant funding; and 

WHEREAS, Clean Start responded to the RFA and, on January 1, 2024, entered into a 

contract with the Council (“Contract”); and 

WHEREAS, the Contract provided for grant funding disbursements in accordance with 

Council Fiscal Guidelines and based on the approved Contract budget; and 

WHEREAS, the Contract provided for, at the end of the Contract term, the return of 

funding disbursements not spent in accordance with the Contract; and 

WHEREAS, at the end of the Contract term, a dispute arose between the Parties concerning 

the return of funds; and 

 WHEREAS, the Parties desire, by this Agreement, to avoid the uncertainties and burdens 

of litigation concerning the Contract, and, instead, desire to settle all actual or possible disputes 

between them relating to or arising from the Contract. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, the Council and Clean Start, in consideration of their mutual 

promises and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are 

hereby acknowledged, and intending to be legally bound, do hereby agree as follows: 

 1. The Parties acknowledge that the statements set forth above are true and correct 

and adopt them as if fully set forth here. 

2. In consideration of the Council’s release of claims by this Agreement, Clean Start 

agrees to pay the Council the sum of Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000). Payments shall be made 

in 15 equal monthly installments of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) each, with the first payment 

made by the first day of the calendar month following the month of the Agreement Effective Date, 

and each subsequent payment made by the first day of each ensuing month until paid in full. Clean 

Start may prepay its obligation under this Agreement, in whole or in part, provided that such 

prepayment shall not affect the next monthly payment due date or amount until the entire 

obligation is satisfied. Payment shall be made to “Children’s Services Council of Leon County” 

by an Automated Clearing House network (details to be provided separately) or by check delivered 

to: 

CSC Leon Finance Director 

2002 Old St. Augustine Rd., Ste. A-50 

Tallahassee, FL 32301 

The Council acknowledges that this payment is adequate as consideration for its entry into this 

Agreement and is the only payment to which it is entitled from Clean Start. 

 3. If the payment due date falls on a banking holiday, payment shall be due on the 

next business day. Time is of the essence and strict compliance is required. No further notice or 

opportunity to cure is required or will be provided. No delay or omission by either Party to exercise 

any right or power it has under this Agreement shall impair or be construed as a waiver of such 
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right or power. A waiver by any Party of any breach shall not be construed to be a waiver of any 

succeeding breach. All waivers must be in writing and signed by the Party waiving its rights. 

 4. In exchange for the payment and other provisions of this Agreement, each Party 

irrevocably, knowingly, and voluntarily releases, waives, and forever discharges any and all 

claims, demands, actions, causes of action, charges, and/or disputes of any kind, whether known 

or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, foreseeable or unforeseeable, and any consequences thereof, 

which it has, had, or may now have against the other Party relating to or arising from the Contract 

(provided, however, that each Party reserves the right to enforce this Agreement). Each Party 

acknowledges that it may later discover facts in addition to or different from those it now knows 

or believes to be true with respect to the subject matter of this Agreement. Each Party agrees that 

such discovery shall not affect this Agreement, that it assumes the risk of such discovery, and that 

this Agreement shall remain in full force and effect and shall not be subject to rescission by reason 

of such discovery or difference in facts.   

 5. This Agreement shall be governed and construed according to the laws of the State 

of Florida. The language of the Agreement shall be construed as a whole, according to its plain 

meaning, and shall not be strictly construed against any Party regardless of authorship. If either 

Party institutes legal proceedings in a dispute arising from this Agreement, it is stipulated and 

agreed that such claim shall be heard by a judge and not a jury in Leon County, Florida. The Parties 

agree that venue is proper in Leon County, Florida, and further agree that they will not challenge 

or object to said venue. The prevailing party in such a dispute shall be entitled to its reasonable 

attorney’s fees, expenses and costs. 

 6. This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, each of which shall be deemed 

an original and which together shall be deemed one document. Any signature affixed to this 
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Agreement and transmitted by electronic means shall be deemed an original and shall be valid and 

effective for all purposes.   

 7. Each Party has read, understood, and fully considered this Agreement and all its 

terms. Both Parties acknowledge and agree that this Agreement is the product of mutual 

negotiation and compromise. 

8. This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the Council and Clean 

Start regarding its subject matter. Neither Party has relied on promises, representations, 

understandings, or communications of any kind, written or oral, in agreeing to enter this 

Agreement other than those set forth expressly herein. This Agreement may be modified only by 

a writing signed by the Council and Clean Start or their respective successors, assigns, or 

authorized representatives. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Council and Clean Start have executed this Release and 

Settlement Agreement as set forth below.  

Children’s Services Council of Leon County 

 

 

      

By Cecka Rose Green 

Its Executive Director 

 

Date: ____________________, 2026 

 

The Clean Start Initiative Inc. 

 

 

      

By Warren Cave 

Its Officer 

 

Date: ____________________, 2026 

 
 


