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Created and supported by the community for more than 35 years, the Children's Services Council of St.
Lucie County provides programs and resources for local families that focus on: ensuring every baby is a
healthy baby, stopping child abuse before it happens, keeping kids in school, keeping kids off the streets, and
keeping kids away from drugs, alcohol, and other risky behaviors.

By evaluating local needs along with the help of our partners, we have been able to create a culture in our
community that allows every family to have access to the tools they need to ensure St. Lucie County is a

great place for our children.
program highlights community indicators
infant mortality

ensuring every baby is a healthy baby
Since 1990, the rate of infant 61%’

700/ of St. Lucie County newborns received
© a voluntary newborn home visit mortalit%r has decreased
from 10.2/1000 to 4.1/1000.

97% of parents increased knowledge of

early brain and child development child maltreatment

Since 2007, the rate of child
maltreatment has decreased
from 16.5/1000 to 3.8/1000.
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stopping child abuse
of families increased skills to prevent
99% child abuse as evidenced by no reports

of abuse/neglect drop-out rate

of children improved coping skills . 57%
96% including qnger mancgepmgnt, ] ?é?gigg%%é?eeadsreo I:rglrot\
empathy and self-control 459 to 2% \'\
keeping kids in school : s dBiinade
96% of youth reduced their rate of ".Nen 2 .qu f‘cy 72%
0 unexcused absences Since 200], the juvenile b
: : , : delinquencY rate has
84‘7 of children improved their reading decreased from 109/1000 to
O skills 30.9/1000.
keeping kids off the streets substance use i
since 2000, the self- 68%

850/ of youth improved or maintained d
0 academic performance reported rate of marijuana

use has decreased from

16.8% to 5.3%. \

And the self-reported rate of o
binge drinking Eos 78%

83Y. of youth increased judgment, decision
© making and social interaction skills

keeping kids away from drugs, alcohol &
other risky behaviors
98 of teens participating in programs did
© not become pregnant
99% of youth increased knowledge about

avoiding alcohol, tobacco and other
drugs
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decreased from 19.9% to
4.4%.
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teen birth rate

Since 1990, the teen birth
rate has decreased from
27.9/1000 to 2.2/1000.




funding with purpose:

SERVICES COUNCIL

transparent accountability for

measurable community impact

Established in 1990 and overwhelmingly reaffirmed by voters in
2014, the Children’s Services Council of St. Lucie County
continues to serve as an independent district dedicated to one
clear purpose: improving the quality of life for ALL children in St.
Lucie County. As a cornerstone of our community, the
Children'’s Services Council reflects a shared promise to create
a safe, nurturing, and opportunity-rich environment for
children—keeping their needs at the center of every decision
we make.

funding priorities and decisions

The Children’s Services Council of St. Lucie County’'s budget
and funding priorities are established by an independent
board composed of five citizens from St. Lucie County
appointed by the Governor of Florida, plus the Regional
Director of the Department of Children and Families,
Superintendent of St. Lucie Schools, and elected officials
including the 19" Circuit Juvenile Judge, a St. Lucie County
Commissioner and a St. Lucie County School Board Member.

accountability to taxpayers

Nonprofit organizations selected to contract with the Children’s
Services Council of St. Lucie County are required to adhere to
strict accountability procedures to ensure transparency and
effectiveness. A monthly desk audit is performed for each
program each month to ensure fiscal integrity as well as
continual performance reviews to ensure effective use of
taxpayer dollars. Nearly 91% of expenses are directly allocated
to meeting the needs of our community’s children.

programs and services collection

90.6% % l'/‘,.?%"n

total 2025-2026 budget : $16,576,787

cost to homeowners

The current millage rate for St. Lucie County homeowners is
0.3685 (below the maximum of .50). That results in an average
annual cost of $7151 for homeowners with homestead
exemption, or less than $6 per month. In an effort to help local
families mitigate continuing financial impact, the Council has
reduced the millage rate 23% since FY 2021/2022.

by the numbers

412

jobs provided through program
funding support

1,039

desk audits processed for funding
reimbursement to programs to
ensure fiscal accountability

1,281

programmatic touchpoints with
program personnel by our
specialists to ensure success

19,634

books distributed in community
events and via little libraries

66,122

individual children served in
programs

$4,000,000+

in funding match dollars from
state, federal or foundation
agencies

want to learn more about how
we fund and support programs?

SCAN '

Action regarding property tax policies could impact the programs and resources currently available to children and families in
our community. As these discussions continue, we encourage you to reach out to us with any questions on potential impact.
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