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SIPS Funding

From Billschack <billschack@comcast.net>
Date Thu 12/19/2024 12:43 PM
To Council <council@CSCLEON.ORG>

Good afternoon Council Members,

It is my understanding that one of the topics of discussion during your meeting tonight will be renewing the
SIPS Funding for 2025.

As the Founder and President of a fairly new nonprofit, Inclusion Cafe, I can tell you that we would never have
been able to get started impacting lives in Leon County without that funding.  In fact, funding sources are very
difficult for new organizations who have no measurable outcomes to receive funds.  SIPS does that, and takes a
chance on a new organization, unproven, yet with a great mission.
Thanks to the SIPS funding last January, we were able to start Inclusion Cafe Academy, where we taught job/life
skills to individuals with intellectual disabilities.  We held 2-12 week training sessions, graduating 12 trainees,
who were prepared with job skills, restaurant knowledge, increased self esteem, and confidence to find
employment.  To date, 7 of those 12 have found employment in our community, changing not only their life, but
their family’s life.
The unemployment rate in our country for people with disabilities is 80%.  Thanks to your funding, which
allowed our training program to get started, we are decreasing that statistic by 20%.

Those are outcomes, I am willing to bet, not all CSC funded organizations are having, but those that do, are
fulfilling the mission of CSC Leon County.

In fact, I am hoping to have access to another year of funding, so we can reach more people, and change more
lives.

Thank you all for what you do to impact children and families in our community, and I hope you all vote to
continue this funding for 2025.  Then, I hope you vote to fund our Academy once again.

I wish you all a very Happy Holiday.

Thank you,

Bill Schack
Founder/President
Inclusion Cafe
Lead Trainer
Inclusion Cafe Academy
#opportunityserved
#beincluded 
850-228-0114
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