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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA

CHILDREN'S SERVICES COUNCIL
OF LEON COUNTY,

Plaintiff,
V. Case No.
SCIENTIAE, INC.,

Defendant.
/

COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Children’s Services Council of Leon County (“Council”), files this suit for
breach of contract against Scientiae, Inc. (“Scientiae™), and alleges:

PARTIES. JURSIDICTION., AND VENUE

1. This is an action for damages greater than $50,000. This Court has jurisdiction
pursuant to section 26.012(2)(a), Florida Statutes.

2. The action arises from work performed by Scientiae on a Council contract in Leon
County, Florida, so venue is proper under section 47.011, Florida Statutes.

3. The Council is an independent special district created in 2020 pursuant to section
125.901, Florida Statutes, to provide funding for children’s services throughout Leon County.

4. Scientiae is a Florida not for profit corporation with its principal place of business
at 914 Railroad Avenue, Suite 33, Tallahassee, Florida 32310.

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS

5. In February 2023, the Council issued its Summer Bridge 2023 Funding Opportunity

Request for Applications (“RFA”). The RFA invited service providers to apply for Council grant
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funding to expand the capacity of programs to better meet specific needs of Leon County children,
youth and families during the summer of 2023.

6. Scientiae responded to the RFA and, in May 2023, entered into a contract
with the Council, a true copy of which is attached to this Complaint as Exhibit 1
(“Contract”).

7. Contract section 1 indicated that Scientiae would perform the scope of services
described in Contract Attachment 1. Section 1.c indicated more specifically that Scientiae
would “provide services in the manner described in the RFA and Funding Application
submitted by [Scientiae].”

8. Contract section 4 indicated that Scientiae would complete the scope of services
and Contract deliverables described in Contract Attachments 2 and 3.

9. Contract section 7 provided (emphasis added):

In exchange for acceptable performance of the Services, CSC Leon agrees to pay,
and Provider agrees to accept, the fixed price of $175,279.86. The Provider shall
receive funding disbursements in accordance with CSC Leon Fiscal Guidelines,
accessible on CSC Leon’s website and based on the approved budget included as
Attachment 3. The Provider will be required to submit proper documentation of
all expenditures as part of its contract deliverables as set for in CSC Leon Fiscal
Guidelines. The funding awarded hereunder is solely for the provision of children's
services from June 1, 2023, through August 30, 2023.

10. Contract section 8 required Scientiae to submit various reports including the
following (emphases added):

c. The Final Report (referenced in Attachment 1) providing at minimum, a
complete program narrative, final attendance records, aggregate results from pre-
and post-assessments including preliminary analysis highlighting specific
observations, aggregated results from the Family Satisfaction Survey and a detailed
expenditure report of expenditures through August 30, 2023. Additional elements
may be required. The final report is due on or before September 15, 2023.
Expenditures are subject to review by CSC Leon staff and the Provider may be
asked to provide additional documentation or the return of funds. Inappropriate
documentation submission may impact the Provider’s ability to access future
funding from CSC Leon.
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d. Unspent funds are required to be returned to CSC Leon by no later than
Saturday, September 30, 2023, to avoid fines or exclusion from future funding
opportunities. The Provider may return the funds via mail postmarked by
September 30, 2023, or place a sealed envelope clearly labeled with the entity’s
name and contact person in the drop box at CSC Leon’s office located at 2002 Old
St. Augustine Road, Suite A-50, Tallahassee, FL 32301.

11. In section 4 of the scope of work (Contract Attachment 1), Scientiac made the

following representations (emphases added):

The reporting requirements listed in the RFA, we will establish a system for
collecting and organizing program data throughout the implementation period. This
system will include regular data collection and analysis to monitor progress towards
our program goals and objectives. We will create a reporting schedule that outlines
when progress reports will be due and what information they should contain. We
will also designate a specific staff member or team responsible for compiling and
submitting reports to the grantor. Qur reports will include both quantitative and
qualitative data to provide a comprehensive picture of program performance. We
will also include any challenges or setbacks encountered during the implementation
period, as well as any changes or adjustments made to the program design. In
addition to regular progress reports, we will ensure that all required financial
reports are submitted on time and in compliance with the grantor's guidelines.
This will include detailed budget reports and financial statements. We will
maintain open communication with the grantor throughout the implementation
period to address any questions or concerns they may have and to ensure that our
reporting is meeting their requirements.

12. The table of Contract deliverables (Contract Attachment 2) included the following:
Return of unspent funds | Mail/Hand-delivered to: On or before
if applicable CSC Leon September 30
2002 Old St. Augustine Road, 0
Suite A-50, Tallahassee, FL
32301.
13. Contract section 12 provided for a party’s right to seek an award of attorney’s fees

in an action to enforce the Contract or to recover damages resulting from a breach.
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14. The Council has retained the undersigned attorneys to represent it in this action and
is obligated to pay them a reasonable fee for their services. The Council is entitled to recover its
reasonable attorneys’ fees from Scientiae pursuant to Contract section 12.

15. All conditions precedent to this action have been performed, met, waived, or
otherwise satisfied.

Count I — Breach of Contract

16. The Council reasserts all allegations in paragraphs 1 — 15 above.

17. Scientiae breached the Contract by diverting funds received from the Council in a
manner inconsistent with its approved Contract budget.

18. Scientiae breached the Contract by failing to the return to the Council unspent
funds, i.e., funds not spent in accordance with the Contract.

19. As a direct result of Scientiae’s breaches of the Contract, the Council suffered
damages reasonably estimated at $59,365.22.

WHEREFORE, the Council requests the Court to enter a judgment for damages against
Scientiae for an amount in excess of $50,000, together with prejudgment interest, taxable costs,

reasonable attorneys’ fees, and for such further relief as the Court deems just and proper.

/s/ DRAFT

Christopher B. Roe, B.C.S.

Florida Bar No. 0536105
croe@bmolaw.com (primary)
tschroder@bmolaw.com (secondary)
Frederick J. Springer

Fla. Bar No. 982164
fspringer@bmolaw.com (primary)
docket@bmolaw.com (secondary)
Bryant Miller Olive P.A.

1545 Raymond Diehl Road, Suite 300
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Ph: (850) 222-8611
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Fax: (850) 222-8969

Counsel for Plaintiff



